Surrealism is an European artistic and
literary movement that was born in Paris
in the 1920s, inspired by dreams and
manifestations of the unconscious,
freely associating images without
a predetermined purpose.




1. Artist Fakes

On the right of our collage, we can see the self-portrait
of the famous 17th-century Italian painter Artemisia
Gentileschi, the first female artist to sign her paintings.

Her fame, however, has often been attributed to a
dramatic event in her life, which made her a heroine for
having the courage to denounce her rapist. |
It was one of the first documented rape trials in history.
But she was not believed and had to endure the court's
inquisitorial methods to prove her virginity prior to the
assault.







3. Bodyguard Angels

The central image of our collage is taken from the painting
“The Birth of Venus” by French artist Alexandre Cabanel:
Venus is lying facing forward with her head turned toward
the viewer's right, her long hair cascading beneath her
body. The young goddess appears to be shielding herself
from the sunlight with her right hand.

Cabanel presented the painting at the 1863 Paris Salon.
The work achieved great success, but it also sparked a
heated debate in the press. Napoleon Il purchased
Cabanel's painting and added it to his personal collection.

The Birth of Venus is an example of a style of painting
highly praised by French patrons in the late 19th century;
this classical theme in particular enjoyed tremendous
popularity and was interpreted by many artists.







5. Dada Dada’

From the French word "dadaisme”, derived from "dada"—
considered one of the first words spoken by children—the
name was adopted by the artistic and literary movement
that developed from 1916 to 1923. It was a true cultural
revolt that proposed the overturning of all old orders and
values to reaffirm the complete irrationality of art.

The importance of Dadaism lies not so much in the
individual works produced by the movement, but rather in
its contribution to the cultural renewal of the last
century, reevaluating freedom of expression and the
dimension of the fantastical and ironic as essential
components of artistic creation. The technique best
suited to the Dadaists was collage, often using waste
materials, as a symbol of anti-conformism and social
rebellion.










8. Decide your Future

Let us consider the noble-looking young man at the center
of our collage. This is the English monarch George I,
portrayed in 1765 by Allan Ramsay.

Ascending the throne in 1760, the sovereign lived longer
than any of his predecessors and became famous for two
things: he was the king who lost America and, in the final
stages of his reign, he went completely mad.

Speaking of ruling dynasties, we conclude with the
exquisite Chinese porcelain figurine (on the right of the
collage) created to celebrate a princess of the Tang
dynasty, which ruled China for nearly 300 years (618-907).
Ancient Chinese culture has passed down centuries of
wisdom, artifacts, and proverbs such as this: "The wise
man does not worry about the past because it is over and
cannot be changed, nor does he worry about the future
because it is yet to come.”







10.Desire for Modernity

Max Weber (1881-1961) was a Jewish-American painter and
poet who, in 1905, pursuing his dream of modernity, was
finally able to move to Paris, where he attended Henri
Matisse's academy and learned the poetic style of
Modernism and Cubism.

In 1908, he returned to Brooklyn, where he helped
introduce Cubism to the United States—the most modern
painting style of the era which, breaking with past
tradition, sparked the revolution in contemporary art.

We have included an example of his style in our collage
inspired by modernity: it is the couple placed at the
center. The title of the original 1919 painting,
Conversation, strikes us as ironically ambiguous, and
therefore extraordinarily modern.




11. Epochal Contaminations

The collage features various representations of a highly
popular artistic genre: the portrait.

We begin with the girl at the doorway on the left, who is
wearing an 18th-century "English-style gown" (robe a
l'anglaise), consisting of a tight-fitting, one-piece bodice
with an overskirt open at the front to reveal the underskirt.

The large painting in a frame at the center, on the other
hand, is a 1637 work by the ltalian artist Guido Reni—an
era that had no qualms about displaying nude figures even
in public and religious spaces.

During the Baroque period, especially in Austria and
Bavaria, woodcarving was a widespread art form, as seen
in the bust of the young man in the foreground;
meanwhile, behind him, resting on the sofa, is a nude male
figure carved in stone over 200 years ago.The composition
concludes on the right doorway with a portrait of an
Armenian woman in her traditional late-18th-century attire.







13. Fish and Klee

This collage draws inspiration from the famous 1925
painting Magic Fish by the Swiss artist Paul Klee, one of the
greatest exponents of early 20th-century abstract art.

A versatile artist, he successfully engaged in various
disciplines until finding his true expression in painting. The
fish is one of the artist's favorite motifs for intellectual
meditation and childhood memories.

As the years passed, Klee's popularity grew, solidified, and
was cemented through a series of successful exhibitions
across Europe—from London to France—and even overseas
in the United States.

However, the Nazi regime did not share the widespread
acclaim Klee was receiving; they labeled his creations as
"degenerate art” to be censored and removed all of his
works from German museums.













17.Magritte never seen

A tribute to the great Belgian painter René Magritte (1898-
1967), master of the enigma, famous for his surreal and
metaphorical rebus-like paintings. Poetry, humor, reality
and dream, the visible and invisible, fantasy and elegance
all define this visionary artist.

He refused to explain the meaning of his paintings, leaving
viewers free to interpret them in their own way. His work,
defined as "oneiric illusionism,” has influenced artists and
designers across fields from music to fashion, becoming a
landmark for subsequent artistic movements up to the
present day.

“People who look for symbolic meanings fail to grasp the
poetry and mystery of the image... the world is so
wonderfully devoid of meaning that being happy is not
luck, it is pure art.” (René Magritte)




18. Malatesta's dreams
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Sigismondo Malatesta (1417-1468) was the Lord of Rimini.
Considered by his contemporaries to be one of the boldest
Italian condottieri, he took part in numerous battles of
that historical era.

Always in need of funds to finance his grandiose projects,
he sometimes proved ruthless in war, even ready to switch
sides in favor of whoever guaranteed him the greatest
privileges. He invited some of the most qualified and
cutting-edge architects and artists of the era to his court,
from Filippo Brunelleschi to Piero della Francesca.

Piero painted a fresco portrait of Sigismondo to celebrate
his knighthood, conferred by the Emperor in 1450. This is
the very portrait seen in the foreground of our collage,
along with several objects—futuristic for the 15th century—
that symbolize the dreams of a great man: romantic and
violent, dynamic and visionary, constantly reaching into
the future.










21.Mental Manipulation

Psychological manipulation is a dynamic that can
profoundly affect people's lives, often in subtle and
imperceptible ways. There are numerous contexts in which
this phenomenon can occur: from personal and professional
relationships to interactions in the public sphere.

It is a complex phenomenon involving the devious use—
whether conscious or not—of tactics to influence or control
an individual's behavior, emotions, or thoughts, without
their full consent or awareness.

This type of manipulation can manifest in multiple ways,
but the final result is always the same: exercising
significant control over the victim, driving them to perform
actions or make decisions they would not have otherwise
made.




22 .Mystical Hallucination

Hallucinogenic substances have been part of the human
experience for millennia. Throughout the world and across
every era, plants and substances capable of inducing
altered states of consciousness and visions were used,
sometimes accompanied by the feeling of attaining the
mystical, revelation, or enlightenment.

For this reason, such substances have also been called
psychedelic (capable of revealing the mind) or entheogenic
(revealing the divine within us).

Hallucinogens interfere with the interactions between
nerve cells and serotonin, a neurotransmitter present in
the central nervous system involved in controlling behavior,
the perceptual system, and regulating mood, hunger, body
temperature, sexual behavior, muscle control, and sensory
perception.




23.Nostalgia for Childhood

Deep within every person lies a child who connects with
the world through imagination and sensitivity. The inner
voice of the child brings poetry to life in adults; it
enlivens, makes us daydream, uncovers the attractive and
mysterious side of everything, and lets the imagination
soar into thrilling universes. It represents that pure, naive,
candid, and innocent nature that can be preserved within
an individual's personality even into adulthood.

“Today, the childlike capacity for emotion, wonder, and
intuition finds little room to breathe. The yoke of power
and the thirst for futile conquests have produced a
dishonorable equation, to say the least: the loss of
childlike genuineness creates ever-increasing indifference
toward the most basic human needs. However, the problem
with today’s daily social life is that it overflows with
human suffering and painful situations that violate
personal dignity, making the absence of genuineness and
sincerity increasingly unacceptable.” — M.F. Carnea




24. Purple Time

In the West, purple is associated with royalty, rarity, piety,
magic, and mystery. Purple is the color of royalty,
creativity, and numerous social movements.

Purple became a color linked to social change when the
women's suffrage movement adopted purple and white as
its official colors. The counterculture's adoption of purple
is recent, but its impact has been lasting. From Jimi
Hendrix's "Purple Haze" to Prince's "Purple Rain,"” the color
purple carries powerful symbolism.

“Purple is a cool red in both a physical and psychological
sense. It thus has something sickly, extinguished, and sad
about it. It is no coincidence that it is considered suitable
for older women's clothing, as well as by the Chinese, who
use it for mourning attire.” — Wassily Kandinsky




25. Room of Memories

In our lives, certain
objects have a
fundamental importance
in bringing back to mind
memories of moments,
places, or people, in
that process that we
conventionally call
“memory.” Depending on
the intimacy of the
memory that the object
evokes in us, it will be
kept, hidden, or
displayed in our home.
This is a topic related to
psychology, so it is best
to leave the floor to
psychologists:

“The home as the quintessential place of memory therefore—
of that type of compassionate memory capable of feeding on
the reverberations of emotions that emanate from cherished
places of the past—thus becomes the instrument to ensure
that the past reappears, repeats itself, revealing in this
sense its active and unfinished character.

Because it is true that the tape cannot be rewound, nor can
what happened be undone, but the meaning of what
happened is not fixed just once. For everyone, it continually
requires being rethought, understood, that is, taken into
consideration by an interpretation that seeks to bring out its
meaning, perhaps by rereading it in the light of new
experiences.” — Sergio Garufi




26.5chiele’'s Nightmares

Prematurely marked by his father's death and entangled in
an ambiguous relationship with his younger sister Gertrud—
his first model and companion in erotic explorations—the
Austrian Egon Schiele (1890-1918) developed a morbid and
neurotic personality that manifested in a raw and
expressive artistic style.

Building upon Klimt’s work, Schiele developed a unique,
jarring, and twisted style suited to representing the
complexity of his tormented emotions. Lines are deformed,
and decoration is replaced by a dramatically distorted
composition.

The dream turns into a nightmare, both in Schiele's art and
in society, as the euphoria of the 19th-century Belle
Epoque sinks into the malaise of 20th-century modernity.




27. Surrealist Style

Surrealism is an artistic movement created by avant-garde
painters as an evolution of the Dadaist movement; in 1924,
their theories were published in the Surrealist Manifesto.

The writing reveals the artists’ desire to uncover the most
diverse aspects of the psyche, describing a parallel reality
permeated by the irrationality of dreams.

Surrealist art is distinguished by the bold use of bizarre,
irrational, and often unsettling images that provoke and
challenge the viewer to reflect on the complex
relationships between image and meaning through the
reinterpretation of reality.

Thus came to life one of the most intriguing movements in
the history of the arts, which today, given the historical
situation we are living through, is perhaps possible to
understand even better.
















